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BRUSSELS FURNITURE FAIR – A LOOK AHEAD
The Brussels Furniture Fair will be on at Brussels Expo from 6 to 9 November. It occupies 7 halls and covers about 70,000 sq. m., and roughly 20,000 visitors are again expected. Brussels is a highly international trade fair with approximately 300 exhibitors from more than 15 countries and visitors from all over Europe. More than half the visitors are from abroad and this year their numbers are expected to increase.
A matter of commerce
The core of the Furniture Fair is made up by strong Belgian companies and they will again be well represented this year. Not only in Hall 5, which is still the place for the Belgian furniture industry, but also quite emphatically in Brussels by Night in Hall 6 and Nomade in Hall 8. The fact that Belgium’s own manufacturers are among the best in the world, in the fields of bedroom comfort and ethnic furniture too, naturally plays an important part in this. Our Be Magazine, which will once again appear several weeks before the fair, demonstrates the dynamism of the Belgian furniture sector.

In addition to Belgian exhibitors there are also numerous important European participants, from the Netherlands, Germany, Italy and France. They are all interested not only in the Belgian market, but also in the many international visitors that Brussels offers them, mainly from France and the Netherlands.

Newcomers enhance the fair
This year there are several new exhibitors and also manufacturers who are returning after a few years’ absence. This is partly possible because some other exhibitors are not coming this year, but it is also due to the optimisation of the floor area, which has been used productively down to the last square centimetre. The most striking is the increasing French interest, and not just of some smaller companies. Gautier, Girardeau, Parisot and Pierson are joined by Groupe Cauval (which includes Simmons Canapés, ITA and Cavel), Célio, Menard, France Home Design, Demeyere, La Boissellerie, Forège, Couture, Lelièvre, Zago, Colombus and Ambiance Tiffany. Brussels by Night welcomes Simmons Matelas, Pirelli Bedding, Treca de Paris and France Biotex. The last-named has expanded its stand after a successful try-out last year. These French exhibitors don’t come to Brussels only for the Benelux market. It’s highly significant that they want and are able to reach their home market at the Brussels Furniture Fair.
Like every year, the Italians have some major stands: Calia, Max Divani, Nicoletti, Calligaris, Satis, Delta Salotti, GSG and Novecento. And we see some new names appearing here too. The Natuzzi Group is returning after 2 years, this time with Editions. Incanto is extending its stand to make room for Digiò, its new collection of fabric-upholstered lounge suites. The fact that these major names see things big has had an effect on Square, whose floor area has been slightly reduced. But its commercial impact has increased. Hall 3 has undergone a thorough upgrade. Bardi is coming to Brussels for the first time, and is immediately bringing its international collection. Other Italian exhibitors include Ego Italiano, Ditre, Eurostile, Maronese, and ACF from the same group, with its contemporary furniture, mainly painted. SMA is another new supplier of modern Italian furniture. Of those who are not coming, the main names are Battistella and Dorelan.

Much interest comes from the Iberian Peninsula. Baix Moduls is coming from Spain, and from Portugal, in addition to Zagas, there are no less than 4 new exhibitors: Cacio, AM Classic, Carving and Cortimoveis.

There is little change as far as Germany is concerned. Hukla and F+S will be joining the German manufacturers Nolte, Koinor, Wiemann, Wimex, Rauch, Himolla, Polipol and Ewald Schillig. On the other hand, Willi Schillig has decided only to take part every two years.

The Dutch are well represented again, and have their own Holland à la Carte ‘orange’ hall in the Patio. This Dutch collective is intended to enhance the reciprocal commercial impact of a number of Dutch manufacturers and to generate more interest in exports. The participants in Holland à la Carte are Probilex, Cartel Living, Vidato, Chita, Nouvion, Spinder, Ojee, Kluskens, Schuitema, 3B, Helderr, De Eekhoorn, Bijnen Goretti, Brouwers, Bony Design and Klotz. In addition, Lourens Fisher and Coesel are returning to Square, Norma is taking part in Brussels by Night and Het Anker, De Toekomst, Sit Design, Bree and Slizing in Hall 4.

There are some new Belgian exhibitors too. This year’s fair sees the first appearance of a new firm born out of the cooperation between some major Belgian manufacturers. Vincent Sheppard is coming back while for Sodim it’s the first time. Zénitude is a new Belgian participant in Brussels by Night. 
Dynamic stimuli
As well as this powerful commercial base, our fair as usual has several dynamic stimuli. They include the Trend Passages, based on Siegrid Demyttenaere’s style trends. They are attractively illustrated at the Furniture Fair using actual products from the exhibitors’ collections. The passageways between the various halls are given a suitable facelift for this purpose. One of the passageways will be showing the biennial Flemish Masters, an initiative by MoOD and Optimo intended to stimulate creativity and support innovation by getting several manufacturers and designers to work together, headed by Axel Enthoven. The special thing about this initiative is that a fabric or material manufacturer and a furniture manufacturer developed a new interior product in association with an external designer. 
Another stimulus is the furniture Balthazars, which will be awarded for the fourth time, in four categories: the most Innovative Product, the Trendiest Product and the Best Belgian Product, plus a Green Balthazar for sustainability, recycling and ecology.

Conclusion
Anyone who wants to focus on the Benelux and/or France in these turbulent times has to exhibit at the Brussels Furniture Fair. Exhibitors can also benefit from other markets without major additional expenditure.

The target group, although the Furniture Fair Brussels may be smaller in size than most fairs outside Belgium, is thereby much clearer. Part of our success is a consistent focus on the full spectrum of the broad middle segment of the furniture market. We continue to concentrate on quality rather than primarily on quantity.

Brussels by Night, to end with, has grown into a permanent fixture and a true enhancement of the fair. The bedroom segment is one of the strong foundations of our industry and exercises a powerful attraction on specialised buyers from Belgium and abroad.

Brussels Furniture Fair

Els Van Pelt

Hof ter Vleestdreef 5b7

1070 Brussels

T: +32 2 558 97 20

adm@furniturefairbrussels.be
www.furniturefairbrussels.be 

